NOT UNDER THE LAW BUT UNDER THE GRACE
"For sin shall not have dominion over you, for ye are not under the law, but under grace. "    Rom. 6:14. 
The Lord declares,  By grace are ye saved, through faith, and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God. " Eph. 2:8. The one who attempts to receive salvation through works is deceived, coming short of the calling through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

"Not of works, lest any man should boast. " Eph. 2:9. Salvation being of so great consequence, it is impossible to earn it; but God declares it to be a free gift, only to those who are worthy- The great need today is for men and  women everywhere to serve their God in a way well pleasing to Him, that they may merit the wonderful gift of eternal life. Jesus says, "Watch and pray always that ye may be counted WORTHY.”    Luke 21:36. 

It necessitates earnest and fervent prayer to God. Unless people pray for divine help, they cannot stand aloof from the world of pleasure and sin, and live that life pleasing to the Father in heaven. We must remain connected by heaven's radio to that power system above, so divine virtue can flow into us, giving heavenly strength to overcome, power to resist evil, and love  in  our hearts to- find  real joy of service and obedience to divine precept. 

Instead of seeking an easy way and finding excuses for walking with the world, let us seek earnestly for God's holy presence, giving us an overcoming life. Peter says of Paul's writings, "In all of his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also THE OTHER SCRIPTURES, unto their own destruction." - 2 Peter 3:15, 16. 

Dear one, will YOU not take warning, and examine yourself, to see if you may not be "wresting" the writings of our beloved Paul, in the text of this sermonette, to your own destruction? Paul says, "Ye are not under the law but under grace.” Are you wresting this to mean that you do not need to keep the commandments in this age? Just because we are free from the condemnation of death, it does not give us liberty to break the law of God, and again sin, any more than a pardon from the Governor of the state gives the holder the right to again commit murder. 

Paul says, "For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. What then? Shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid! Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? “- Rom. 6:14-16. So, dear reader, let us no longer wrest Paul's writings to our own destruction: Let us no longer yield ourselves to law violation, but to obedience through faith. "Being then made free from sin, ye become the servants of righteousness. But now being made free from sin, and become servants of God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life . . . For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. " -  Rom. 6:18, 22, 23. 

The first  verse  of the  next chapter of Romans, viz. 7:1, shows conclusively that the law of God was not abolished, but at that time, 66 A.D., was binding. It says, “Know ye not, brethren, for I speak to them that know the law, how that the law hath (not 'had' but 'hath') dominion over a man as long as he believeth.” The law of God was binding then, in 66 A.D. - after Christ's return to heaven, and this law is still in force today.  Verse 7 mentions one commandment of the ten, showing that it is the Ten Commandments to which these scriptures refer.  Then the conclusion of the first part of this chapter, whatever some may wrongly wrest it to mean, is summed up in verse 12, as follows:  "Wherefore the law IS holy, and the commandments holy, and just, and good.” In verse 22, he says, “For I delight in the low of God after the inward man.” 

Again the Lord defines sin, by saying, "Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law, for sin is the transgression of the law.” 1 John 3:4. In the old dispensation, people were justified by the works of the sacrificial law.  They brought an offering for their sin, and had a blood atonement 

made, but now in the gospel dispensation, we are not justified by the works of any law, but by faith in the blood that was shed on Calvary. There can be no justification (pardon) granted in this age by the works of any law - a diligent observance of every one of the Ten   Commandments  will  not  give  us  a decree of pardon  for breaking them.  Pardon and forgiveness of sin comes through repentance and asking the Father for it in prayer. 

May God have mercy, and give you spiritual discernment from this time forward, seeing that He has thus granted you favor by putting this message into your hands. 
An Illustration 

When a man violates the civil law of his country or state by   committing first degree murder, and is 

convicted of the crime, he is sentenced to either imprisonment or death.  His liberty is taken away and at once he comes under the power of the law that forbids the taking of human life. He is bound over to the executioner or prison authorities to pay the penalty for his crime. There is now but one recourse: there is but one way of escape. He may be given a decree of pardon by the Governor of the state, and if so, his liberty is granted. This man is set free and no longer remains under the condemnation of the law that forbade murder, but he is under the grace or favor of the Governor. The Governor has issued him a pardon for his sin and he is free. He has his liberty, but he is not free to again break the civil law without fear of its consequence and the penalty being again enforced. He now stands "not under the law but under grace." Grace means favor, and the Governor has granted him the great favor of life, releasing him from the condemnation of paying the penalty, which is death. 

Application 

The Lord says, "All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” Rom. 3:23.  Also, "The wages of sin is death.” Rom. 6:23. Therefore, everyone stands in the position before God, corresponding to the foregoing figure, for ALL have sinned. Then the penalty of death hangs upon every soul. We are ALL bound over to the executioner to pay the penalty of death. There is but one recourse; there is but one hope of release, and that is to have issued to us a decree of pardon, from the Lord Jesus Christ. He stands in the position toward us as did the Governor toward the criminal, and He is the One who has the power to set free and release us from the penalty of death. Those who believe in the power of the blood of Jesus to forgive and grant pardon to them for their sins, come humbly beseeching that mercy may be extended and pardon granted. It is done, it is freely forgiven, to the truly repentant sinner, and while this sets us free from the condemnation already on every head, it takes something outside and separate from this. It requires an acceptance of the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ and it is by faith in this great transaction in which Jesus gave His life for our sins, that we ask for and receive our pardon or justification. Not by works, but by grace are we saved through faith. But this does not grant us a privilege of law violation, which is sin. 

Neither can we today be justified or pardoned as in the old dispensation by offering up animal sacrifices. The work of this ordinance law will no longer grant pardon or justification, but we must come boldly to the throne of grace through faith in the bloodshed on Calvary.  We are ALL accounted under sin, and a careful  observance of the commandments of God henceforth  will  not give pardon or justification, any more than the murderer bound over to pay the penalty for law violation can get pardon by law observance. 


It takes something separate and apart from that. It  requires  a  pardon  from  the Governor to obtain freedom, and so with us - we must come to God through Jesus Christ, and through faith receive forgiveness,  pardon,  and  justification; but not for the purpose of law violation, but obedience unto righteousness. Rom. 6:16-18. Sin is the transgression of the law. See also James, 1st  chapter,  and  especially  chapter 2:8-11.   Also I John; 5:3, 4; Rev. 14:12; 22:14. 

The  Ten  Commandments are also spoken of in James, 1st chapter, and elsewhere in the Scriptures, as the law of liberty, because their violation forfeits liberty.  Every criminal confined in the penitentiary has lost his liberty because of having violated one of the  Ten  Commandments. Jesus declares, "Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free," (John 8:32) - not free to become violent and do as you please, but free from sin and death, with a full guarantee of liberty forever. 

The great cause for wrongly wresting Paul's writings and claiming the Ten Commandments to be abolished is  that  the fourth one declares the seventh day to be the Sabbath of the Lord, while the world keeps the first day. We  praise  the  Lord, however, that thousands of honest souls all over the world are walking out in the light,  being  forgiven of all sin through Christ, and observing all of God's commandments, to be worthy of eternal life. Rev. 14:12, and 22:14.


